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The aspiration of Southern ambition, which has reached

to tbe climax of rebellion, wan not the growth of ft month

or a year. Tboae who bave watched the eourae of public
eventu and noted tbe development of opinion in the South
for years pa»t bave aeen many aigns of the coming peril;
and, if the country waa not prepared tor it, it waa not for
want of an occaaional warning. Every body knew there
were restless apirita in the South who would rejoice in tbe

opportunity to destroy the Union, »nd that theae were en¬

deavoring to create a sectional sentiment that might favor
tbe accompliahment of their wiah. But the common faith
of tbe country in tbe patriotism of the people of tbe South,
and the profound conviction of the whole North, and we

may aay also of the larger part of the Southern communi¬
ties, that no motive existed which could possibly stir up
tbe people of any State to the mad enterprise of assailing
tbe integrity of tbe Uuion, dispelled every apprehension on

tbia score. The public generally regarded the danger as a

chimera. Even the Government, which ought to bftve
been distrustful enough to put itaelf on guard, seemed to
be utterly unconscious of the gathering trouble. Never
was a country taken ao much at unawares.

The year 18t>t) was one of great prosperity. Tbe nation
exhibited something more thin its customary ligbt-heart-
edness, and had risen into a tone of hilarity fiom the pecu¬
liar excitements of the year. The apriug waa occupied
with celebrations of the advent of the Japanese Embassy,
which signalized tbe enlargement of our commerce with
the East, and autumn waa filled with pageants to wel¬
come the heir of the British throne, whose viait was re-

gaided aa an event of national congratulation that pro¬
mised long peace and happy fellowship with tbe world.a
token of new strength and greater influence to the Repub¬
lic. It was a year distinguished by public demonstrations
of faith and hope in the future deatiny of the country. Few

persons were willing to believe, or allowed themselves to

think, that, whilst we were thus increasing the popularity
of the nation abroad and inaugurating an era of remark¬
able promise to the advantage of our foreign and domestic
interests, there was any considerable party amongst us

who could harbor the parricidal desiga of crushing these
brilliant hopes in the destruction of the country itself, or

that the band of political agitators, to whom the public was
accustomed to impute such a design, could so infatuate
their followers as to prevail with them to attempt it. It
was in this stale of confident aecunty, and in the very
midst of these peaceful manifeatations, that the ttnrm broke

npon tbe country. Never waa a nation ao utterly unpre¬
pared for such an event

Notwiihi>tandiug this dissonance between the tone of

public feeling at that time, and the terrific incident which

grated upon it with such inopportune discord,tbe rebellion
was a predestined fact which came at ita appointed day.
The year, the month, almost the week of its explosion bad
been determined in councils held long before, and tbe plot
bad no regard to the barometer of national sentiment, in¬

different alike to tha good will which delights in establish¬

ing peace, or that more congenial mood which promotes
quarrel.

It waa foreordained that tbe Presidential election of
i860 should furuiab, not the oocasion, but the day of disso¬
lution.
Li t us endeavor to extract from the history of the times

and our own observation of the character of our people
what we can find to aolve this problem. It has grown to

be almoat a universally accepted fact on tbe northern side
ofMason and Dixon's line that alavery is the cause ofthe rebel¬
lion. Thia is so broadly received that tbe corrollary derived
from it seems, at this time, to be the axiom upon which the

apecial friends of the Administration are endeavoring to di¬
rect the conduct of tbe war to put tte rebellion down.

Slavery beiug tbe cause of the rebellion, the war. it iasaid,
must be aimed at tbe extinction of slavery. With them it

wauld appear to be no louger a point to compel the insur¬

gents to submit to tbe laws and return to their allegiance:
but rather to act on the assumption that no peace is desir'
able which leaves slavery ao existing institution.

I Ibmk this view of the origin of oar trouble* require*
tome qualification. Slavery, of itself and for itself, is not

tbe cause of the rebellion. I do not believe that there was
one intelligent, leading, and thinking man in tbe South,
when this rebellion broke out, who imagined that slavery
wai in any kind of danger either from the action of Ihe

National Government or the State Governments; nor that

it could be successfully assailed by the hostility that was

exhibited sgainst it io the public or private opinion of
Northern society. I think that aitute Southern statesmen

were and are perfectly oonviiiced that tbe Government of
the United States, embracing both National and State or¬

ganisations, afforded an impregnable security to the insti¬
tution of slavery which no power on this continent, in its
lawful course of administration, could disturb. And, more¬

over, that tbe guarantees which these organizations com

bined offer to that institution are not only entirely sdequate
Co its protection, but are such as no government ever before

supplied, and such, also, as no government, of tbe same

.cope of jurisdiction and power, would ever again agree to

mak*. It is the merest shsm and make-believe for any
Southern man to pretend that the institution of slavery was
ever brought into peril before this rebellion exposed it to

the dangers that now surround it. I aan hardly (oppose
that any in in of some in tbe South could believe other¬
wise than that a war, once provoked between tbe States,
would be the only effective agency which could destroy or

impair it against the will and without the co-operation of
tbe Slave States themselves.

Slavery may be said to be the cause of the rebellion only
in the same sense in which we may affirm that cotton and

sugar are tbe cause of it. or that Southern character, hab¬

its, climate, and social life are the source out of which it
bas sprung
The agitations of the slave question were ooly ostensi¬

bly the motives to rebellion They were tbe means made
use of to give pretext and consistency to tbe scheme.
With the unthinking or excitable masses of the South, it
is true, these sgitations were the principal incentives to

revolt They furnished tbem a ready argument, and made
the threat of breaking up the Union familiar to the South¬
ern tnind, and, to a certain extent, popular. They bad
something of the same effect upon portions of tbe people
of the North ; for the aversion to tbe Union was not alone
harbored in the South. I have no doubt that the extreme
opinions on this subject, preached and written by a «ect in
New England, had a most pernicious influence in extend

ing tbe thought of dissolution through tbe South. There
was an equal fanaticism on both sides, quite as evident in
favot* of slavery in one section as against it in tbe otber.
Secessionists and abolitionists, in tbe ultra pbaees of their

respective demand*, were in full accord as to the ultimate
remedy of the grievances tbey imagined themselves to suf¬
fer It was curious to see bow, in aseending tbe gamut
of their opposite extravagances, the two parties kept pace
with each otber on tha scsls of which t ie highest note on

each side was disunion. Both North and South were, at

the beginning, in harmony in admitting slavery to be a so.

cial evil which was to be considerately dealt with and

abandoned when that could be done without injury to ex¬

iting interests. From this point Southern enthusiasts di¬

verged in one direction, Northern in another. With one

slavery rose to be asserted successively as a harmless uti¬

lity, as a blessing, a divine institution, and, finally, as " tbe
corner-stone rejected by tbe builders," upon which a new

dynasty wai to be constructed, and our old cherished
Union to be dashed into fragments. With tbe other,
slsvery, passing through equal grades, was declared to be

a disgrace; a great national sin; a special curse of ilea
veo, and, at last, a itigma tbat made tbe Union "a cove

uant of bell," which, therefore, ibould be shattered to

atouis to give place to another order of polity. Tbe two

opposite lines thus converged in tbe «ame point, tbat of
dissolution. This is tbe extreme boundary to which a pas¬
sionate monomania has at la«t conducted th* agitations of

thirty jears of tbe subject of slavery. Tbe irritstion pro¬
duced by thin persevering and angry reverberation of tbe

.juestion, from side to tide, undoubtedly prepared the poo-1
pie of tbe South for the explosion of I860, aud equally pre¬
pared the people of the North for a prompt resentment
against it, aud thua niialed tbe popular opiuiou oo both
aides to regard the slavery question as the immediate
aouroe of the attempt at revolution. But the contrivers,
the heads aud leaders of the scheme, had a much deeper
purpose than the redress of any imagined danger to the

aecurity of the institution. They only took advantage of
the cornmou aeosibility of their people on this subject to
aid them in a design of much wider import.
We uiay find a guide to our investigation of this design

iu a review of the composition and character of Southern
eociety.

It is not always a gracious task to analyse national cha¬
racter, and particularly when our own countrymen are in

question. If, therefore, I should be thought too " candid"
in what I am about to write, I hope I shall And my war¬

rant in the aiuoere respect I entertain for the many excel¬
lent traits of Southern character, and still more in the
esteem with which I cherish tbe memory of many personal
friends in whom I have found every thing to admire and
really nothing to blame.except, indeed, the facility witii
which they have yielded to the delusion which oarried
tbem into this rebellion

If I were asked to describe in a word the primal souroe

or germ out of which this commotion has sprung, I would
say it was the egotism of Southern character. There are

no people in tbe world who have a higher opinion of them¬
selves and of their surroundings than the inhabitants of
certain districts of the South. They are accustomed to
speak of themselves as possessing the very highest type of
civilization; as pre-eminent in all the qualities of generous
manhood; as hospitable, frank, brave beyond all other
people ; quick to resent dishonor; keen in their perception
of what is great or noble ; refined and elegant in manners.

They claim, besides, superior talent, more acute insight,
and higher energy than tbeir neighbors. Thev sre prolific
in statesmen, orators, and politicians. They are manly,
truthful, and chevalresque. This is the portrait tbey draw
of themselves.
Now, I do not mean to dispute these pretensions. Tbe

South possesses, in marked degree, many of these exoel-
lent qualities, and I would not disparage their elaim to any
of tbem, because I think that the very assertion of suoh a

claim is tbe proof of an appreciation of these virtues,
which in itself is a merit of good omen. It shows the ten¬
dency of tbeir aspirations, which is one good step towarde
success in accomplishing them. But, on the other hand,
we may remark that this self-esteem, whilst it exalts its

possessors, is apt in the aame degree to breed opinions de¬
rogatory of all other people outside of their boundary.
The South accordingly haa its aversions, and amongst these
nothing is more conspicuous than the dislike of the oom-

mon masses of tbe Southern people.I speak more parti¬
cularly of the untravelled portion of them.to the natives
of tbe New England States. This dislike is as old as tbe
colonial era. Even in the Revolutionary war of 1776, if it
did not impair the sturdy union of effort which won the vic¬
tory, it bred minor dissensions and vexatious jealousies.
The application of tbe word " Yankee" was even then, as

it is now, an expression of the derision with whioh the
man of the South regarded the man of New England. It
signified at that day, and long afterwards, in the vulgar
apprehension, a shrewd, cunning ohapman, who invariably
outwitted the credulous Southron in a bargain. It has lost
something of tbis significance in these later times, since
the credulous Southron has grown more worldly, and de¬
veloped some of tbe qualities of an expert chapman him¬
self. It now rather indicates the hatred engendered by
jealousy of New England growth and prosperity.

In a sober estimate of all these characteristics, whioh it
i« hardly necessary to say are not to be attributed to tke
moat cultivated and liberal men of the South, we may set
down both tbe self esteem and tbe aversion I have de¬
scribed to the account of that provincial vanity and pre¬
judice which are always observed in isolated communities,
and which, I think, are also, iu some degree, distinctive of
a simply agricultural people.

This popular dislike of the North, unreasonable and tri¬
vial as it is. baa bad a good deal to do with the aggravation
of the temper which has fomented the rebellion. It quick-
eued tbe jealousy of the South against every political move¬
ment in tbe country that indicated the probability of
Northern control in tbe Government. Ever? revelation
made by tbe ceosus of tbe growing preponderance of North¬
ern population.by which I mean the population of the
Free States in general.was received by tbe South aa the
announcement of ft rapidly advancing era when Southern
domination muit give way to Northern.when the sceptre
must depart from Judah. I think we have very clear proof
that at no time ainee the adoption of the Conatitution were
the politician* of the South diapoaed to tolerate the elec.
tion of a Northern Preaident, unless they had a satiafacto-
ry aaaurance that he would adminiater the Government in
obedience to their dictation, or at leaat conformably to
their views of policy. In the time of the elder Adama
there *aa a aettled, and even an exaaperated oppoaition to
him, which threatened to break up the Government, on

thia ground. Mr. Jefl'tsrson evidently alluded to thia
acbeme, in hia letter to John Taylor of Caroline, in 1796.
in which he wrote an argument to diacourage it.mani¬
festly aa an anawer to aome auggettiona on that aubject
from hia correapoudent. Hia argument, I may remark, in
passing, waa equally againat the right and the policy of
auch a proceeding. Referring to the " scission of tba
Union" aa a auppoaed lawful reaort, he declarea that with
it " no Federal Government could ever exiat." There are

many proof* now extant beaidea thia of the reluctance of
the Southern Statea to allow any influence but their own
to predominate in the Government, even iu that age of our
republic when it waa not pretended that any Southern
right waa brought into jeopardy either by the National or

8tate authontiea or by the temper of private opinion. The
objection to Northern rule waa limply founded on the pride
of 8outbern ambition.

It ia only necessary to reflect upon the reativeneaa of
Southern politiciana of the Wat and the preaent generation,
and to obaerve the aolicitude with which they have alwaya
contemplated any invaaion of their own supremacy in the
Government, and the importunate zeal with which they
have inaiated upon preaerving an equilibrium between Frae
and Slave Statea.meaning by that, the prrpondtranct ot
Southern influence.to be convinced that the perpetuity of
their control of the Adminiatration has been the leading
idea of their policy. The threat of diauoion haa been the
cuatomary perauaaion by which they have, from time to
time, endeavored to aubdue the firat aymptoma of diaaffec
tion to their aaceodancy. Thia had become the familiar
terror of every Preaidential ranvan «mce the great flurry
of nullification in 1832, and, in fact, ita frequency had made
it ao atale that when, at laat, the danger waa really immi*
Dent, the country waa incredulous of the event, aa much
from derision of the threat aa a worn-out trick, aa from the
common conviction that no cauae had ariaen to provoke it.

Looking at the varioua pretexts upon which, aa ocoaaioa
prompted, thia disunion waa threatened.the tariff, the
navigation laws, the distribution of patronage, the Taxaa
question, the admiasion of California, the Kaneaa organi¬
zation, the Territories.all of which have been need ia
turn by the Cotton States to frighten the nation with the
danger of rupture, we have in these the moat perapiou-
oua guide to the true motivea of the breach of 1861. The
fact waa then at laat demonatrated that the hour was at
hand when other interests in tbe country were to hava a

bearing and an influence, and that the majority of the na
tion meant to govern it; that the 8outh muat take ita do*
and proper place in the Uni<>n and rehnqoiah ita ambition
of undivided empire. That long feared and long-wardad-
off day bad come, and with it came tbe firat, real, unfeifn-
ed, absolute purpoae ot the partiaan politiciana of the
Southern States in combination to separate the South from
the North, and to attempt to build up a power at home, ia
which Southern politicaand Southern ambition ahould have
uadiaputed away. The Union waa enjoyed as long aa it
inioistered to the aacendency of the Planting Statea, but
waa to be caat off as soon aa the nation reached that epoch
in ita progreaa at which it was able to release itaelf from
tbe tbratdom of aectiooal control, and to regulate ita policy
in accordance with the demanda of tbe general welfare.
Never waa the aelfishness, which ia tba proverbial aio of

politicians and the common imputation againat corporate
bodies, which the nobler qualitiea of individual manhood
soorns and the morality of aocial life condemns more coo-

spiouously illustrated than iu this example furnished by a

people who boast not lean of their bonor than of their
statesmanship During a period ol seventy years the old-
eat of tbeae State*.aud the younger iroiu the date ol tbeir

organiaatiou.had drawu from the UuLou a power aud pros¬
perity they never oould have obtained alone. It ia not too

much to affirm tbat they are iudebted to the Union for

every thing which haa made their poaitiou iu the eye of the

world worthy of consideration aa a national Power. To
the Union the greater part of them owe their very exist¬
ence : all owe to it their protection aud defence, their flour-

iahing oomineroe, their ready and cheap supply of manu-

facturea, their convenienoea of luxurieua or comfortable
life: they owe to the Union in great degree their internal

improvement*, and in no amall proportion their moat ac¬

tive and intelligent population. Aud now, conceiving tbat

they have attained to a strength which will enable them to

aecure theae advantages from their own reaources, tbey do
not hesitate to renounce their moat aaered obligations of

dnty and obedience for the illuaion of a national indepen¬
dence, which, whatever may be its import upon their own
fortune*, they persuade tbem*elve* oannot be any thing
elae than deatruetion to the prosperity of the oomradea tbey
aeek to abandon.

It i* lamentable to aee thia false estimate of duty in any
section, but our rtgret ia increaaed by the aurprise with
whieh we diaoover ao many peraona in the Border Statea
who have allowed themselves to think that, in following
the lead of tbeae couoaellora, they will ever find any ade¬

quate compenaation for the sacrifice they make of tbe

long career of happy fortune opened to|them by the protec¬
tion of the Union.
What, we are now ready to aak, ia the real motive for

aeeking thia independence 1 Can it be for any advantage
which a State of the Union, and especially any State within
the compaaa of the old thirteen, could lawfully and honora¬

bly demand from ita associates in the Confederacy 7

In the adoption of tbe Constitution there waa a plighted
faith volunteered by every member of tbe Union to obaerve
and keep every covenant expreased in tbat instrument.
Each State relied upon the faith and honor of ita aiater

State, and upon the pledge of tbe whole people of tbe
United 8tatea to abide by tbe terms of that great compact,
and to perform every duty it exacted of them. In frater¬
nal reliance upon that honor, each and every State commit¬
ted itaelf to all the responsibilities the Union imposed.
Each willingly assumed theae responsibilities, in full con¬

fidence tbat no one would ever shrink from its share in the

participation of the common duty, but that all would reli¬

giously discharge every obligation of the compact. There
waa thus a perfect aaauranoe given to the nation thatwhilat
all enjoyed the profit, tbe proaperity, and the glory of the
Union, all would equally adopt ita burdens, and make
whatever necessary sacrifice of individual or State advan¬

tage the common good might require. This is, in effect,
the nature of tbe social compact presented by tbe Consti¬
tution Certainly, we may say that, after entering into
auch an engagement aa this, no State oor section of tbe

people could, without great dishonor and breach of faith,
refuae and abandon tbe performance of their stipulated
obligation* to their compeer*, merely for tbe sake of mak¬

ing themselves independent. Even if there were an admit¬
ted right to retire, every consideration of justice would

impose upon the malcontent fragment the duty of appeal¬
ing to the re*t who composed the body politic for tbeir
consent to a meaaure which muat necessarily be an irjury
to them. How much more imperative is the duty of such
an appeal when nC such right to withdraw is contained in
the compact, and when tbe proceeding, anless sanctioned
by the general consent of tbe nation, could only be claaaed
in the category of revolution 1 To make a decent case of
justification for revolution, every tribunal of moral law or

enlightened opinion would hold that, as a preliminary fact,
that consent ahould be asked and refuaed; and, moreover,
that the insurgent party ahould be able to show such a vio¬
lation of compact by tbe offending Government as to pro¬
duce intolerable oppreuion for which no remedy was to be
found but that of separation.
Now, nothing ia more clear than tbat neither of these

conditions existed. There waa no consent aought for or

expected, but, on the contrary, a haste in rushing ioto re¬

bellion, which one might almost believe was intended to

prevent the risk of either consent or conciliation. Tbe
conductors of the movement seemed to think, in tbe words
of Sir Lncin* O'Trigger, " Tbe quarrel is a very pretty
quarrel as it stands.we should only spoil kt by trying to

explain it" There was no intolerable oppression, <>r in¬
deed oppression of any kind. Tbe utmost point to which any
mover «»l the sedition Went, nu to amrm tbat it waa lfared

there might be some oppreuion hereafter.though that
waa not very intelligibly made out in the reault of the Pre¬
sidential election, which proved the successful party to be
in a minority of the whole vote of the country. We had
heard, it is true, a great deal about the iniquity of import
duties and protection of domestic industry ; but these were
only the common resources of all Governments, and indeed
when it concerned Southern interests, where the special re¬

quisitions of Southern policy, which always insisted on the
protection of sugar and cotton, and in past times demanded
the highest duties on manufactures, ss exemplified in the
recommendation of the minimum principle which was in¬
troduced into the tariff of 1816 by Mr. Calhoun, with the

express view of encouraging the manufacture of Ameiican
cotton in order exclude India fabrics from our market.
We had beard a complaint tbat the bounty of the Govern¬
ment bad fallen in stinted measure upon the 8outh in the
expenditures of the revenue; but the fact waa that the
publie treasure waa applied in that section to the estab¬
lishment of forts, arsenals, navy yards, hoepitals, custom¬
houses, mints, and other public structures, quite as liber¬
ally aa they were needed, and certainly without any idea of
unjust discrimination ; whilat, in addition to these expendi¬
tures, enormous amounts, far greater than were appropri¬
ated to any other section, were expended in the purchase
and defence of Southern territory.

It might be pertinently asked here, in reference to these
complaints, did the South, by asserting ita independence, ex¬

pect to escape the necessity of raising revenue without
. resort to imposts 7 Did it enter into their plan to aban
don the protection of sugar, the manufacture of iron, of
copper, of cotton, wool, leather, glass, or the msny oth«-r
commodities to which Virginis, Tennessee, Georgia, and
other parts of the South are now devoting capital, with

.ntioipatiou of future enlargement 7 Would they be will¬
ing to haiard the experiment of refuaing the demanda of
those States on this subject.with that swift remedy of
secession acknowledged aa a power in their organisation ?

I need say nothing here of the preservation of slave in¬
stitutions aa a motive to independence; 1 have already
commented on that point; but I may add a few words on

the extension of slavery into the Territories, which has lat¬
terly been preaented a* a question of injnstice done to the
South. In regard to that, I have to remark that the recent
demand waa for the r gbt to plant slavery north of the
latitude of 36° 30".the South had already secured the
privilege south of tbat line, where every foot of territory
was by law open to the admiaaion of alaveiy.

It is a very notable fact that, from the beginning of the
Government, Southern statetmen have refused to allow
alavery to go north of that line in the Territories. The
Northwestern territory, embracing all the States north of
the line, waa made inviolably free soil hy the demand of
Virginia aad the support of Southern votes. The Missouri
compromise was also a Southern measure, and ita passage
waa hailed as the triumph of the South over the North.
But waa there really any wish to plant alavery north of
tbat line? Is there a man of the South who would have
engaged in such an adventure, if the prohibition of the
Missouri compromise had never been made 7 What in-
dueement ean be imagined which would persuade a .South¬
ern planter to abandon bia productive sugsr or cotton field
and to transport bis slaves into the rigorous climate and to
the ongenial cultivation of that grain-producing region,
which is thronged witb free emigrsnts, under whose com¬

petition slave labor falls to a mere cipher ?
And, after all, I close this qaestioning with one more in¬

terrogatory: Would independence help this privilege, sup¬
posing it were of any value; would the Territories be open
to slave aettiement after the 8outh had renounced tb«
Union, and ita projected revolution.if tbat wereadeatined
event.had become a success ?

Pursue this inquiry through all the details it may suggest,
and when you have exhausted your cateohiam you will find
that the whole of these supposed motives foT independence

afe utterly baseless; that they are limply pretext* and
nothing wore, employed as lures to entrap the ignorant or
a* topics to feed (he sediliofi of uien who welcome any
thing that may seem like argument to auttaui a foregone
purpose of revolt.
The pursuit of iudepeudeaoe by theae Confederated

States has a very different aim from the redreaa of aueh
shallow griefs aa these.
Whoever shall be able hereafter to reveal the aeeret his¬

tory of those various conclaves which have held counsel on
the repeated attempts to invade and conquer.or, as the
phraae waa, liberate Cub*; whoever ahall unfold the
schemes of seizing Nicaragua, of aiding revolution in
Mexico, of possessing Sonora, will make some pretty sure
advances in disclosing the true pathway to the sources of
this rebellion. The organization of the Knight* of the
Golden Cirole, and their spread over the country ; their
meetings and transactions; who managed them and aet
them on to do their appointed work; whoever shall pene¬
trate into the midnight which veiled thia order from view,
will also open an authentic chapter in the history of this
outbreak.
There was * grest scheme ofdominion in this plot. The

fancy of certain Southern politicians was dazed with a
vision of Empire. Years have been rolling on whilst this
brilliant soheme was maturing in their private councils
and at interval* startling the nation by some unexpected
eruption. The design, which lay too deep in darkness to
be penetrated by the uninitiated, occaaionally roae to the
surface in some bold and raah adventure, which either the
vigilance of Government or the imperfect mean* of aue-
oeas which the necessity of concealment imposed upon it
rendered abortive. The Cuban expeditions miscarried ;
the Sonora failed; the Nicaragua forays were defeated.
all these chiefly by the careful watch of the Government.
Large aums of money were squandered io theae fruitless
adventures, and many lives were lost Worse than theae
mishaps, eager hopes were disappointed and long-indulged
dreams diaaipated. It was found that the Union wa* in
the way; that the Federal Government was the impedi¬
ment, and,that as long a* the South was bnund to obey
that Government, frustration of theae cherished schemes
was always sure to attend them. Thia experience bred the
hostility of thwarted ambition against the Union, and turned
the thoughts of these agent* of miicbief towards its de¬
struction.
Then came the next movement. There is, I think, a

better foundation than mere rumor for saying that over¬

tures were made, before the rebellion broke out, to the
Emperor of the French for aupport and patronage in the
scheme; that a very alluring picture waa presented to him
of a great Southern Confederacy, to embrace the land of
cotton, of sugar, of coffee, of the most precious tubaccoer,
and of the choicest fruita, of the most valuable timber and
the richest mines.comprehending the Gulf Stitas, Cuba,
St. Domingo, and other islands, Mexico, Central America,
and perhaps reaching even beyond into the borders of
South America.a great tropical and semi-tropical para¬
dise of unbounded affluence of product, secured by an im¬
pregnable monopoly created by nature. Tbi* large domain
waa to be organized into one Confederate Government, and
provid d with the cheapest and most dooile and submissive
of all labor; its lands were to be parcelled into principal:-
tiea, and landlorda were to revel in the richea of Aladdin'a
lamp. This was the grand idea which the Emperor waa

aolicited to patronise with his protection, for which he waa
to be repaid in treaty arrangements by which France should
enjoy a free trade in the products of French induatry, and
precedence in gathering the first fruits of all this wealth
of culture. Certainly a very dazzling lure this to the good
will of the Emperor!

It is said the Emperor was quite captivated with the
firat view of thia brilliant project, but on riper deliberation
was brought to a pause. The scheme, be discovered, stood
on one leg : the whole structure rested on slavery, which
was much too rickatty a support to win favor in this nine¬
teenth century with the shrewdost of European statesmen.
The plot was " too light for the counterpoise of so great
an opposition." The structure might last a few years, but
very soon it would tumble down and oome to nought. And
so, it is whispered, the Emperor declined the veuture. This
is a bit of secret history which time may or may not verify.
From some inklings of that day which escaped iuto open
air, I believe it true. We heard various boastings in the
summer of 1860 of French aupport to the tbre itened sepa
ration, and there were agenta in Europe negotiating for it.
Daring all that preliminary period, there was a great d*al
said in the South about reviving the slave trade. When
the Emperor refuaed this was suddenly dropped, and Eng-
land wan then looked to as the ally id the corniag revolt
Abolition England wai to be won by another strategy. The
Montgomery Convention asserted a elaiiae in the Confede¬
rate Constitution forbidding the slave trade, and, oddly
enough for a Government founded on the central idea of
slavery, the commissioners who represented it in England
were authorized to assure the British Minister that it was
really the old Government which was fighting to perpetu¬
ate slavery, whilst the new on* was only seeking free trade;
thereby gently insinuating a disinterested indifference on

the slave question which might ultimately come into full
aecord with Englaud on that subject. These revelations
stand in strange contrast with the popular theme that has
rushed so many into the rebellion, As the matter now

rests the rebel Government has quite platform enough to be
as pro-alavery or as anti-slavery as its European negotia¬
tions msy rrquire; and if these should utterly fail, there is
nothing in the constitutional provision to interrupt the Af¬
rican slave trade a single dtiy. For what is that provision
worth in a region where neither courts nor juries would
execute the law T

Whilst this graud idea of tropical extension was seeth¬
ing in the brain of the leaders, and their hopes of fruition
were vivid, the plan was to confine the revolt to th4 Cotton
States.or, at least, to give the Border State* a very infe¬
rior rfile in the programme. They might eome in whan all
was sdjusted, but were to have no share in the primary or¬

ganisation. Every one remembera how these Border States
were flouted in the beginning, and told they were not fit to
be consulted, and that the only advantage they could bring
to the Sonthern Confederacy was that of serving ss a fron¬
tier to prevent the e*cape of slaves. But when the ori¬
ginal plan waa found to be a failure the viewa of the mana

gers were changed ; the Border States became indispensa¬
ble to any hope of success, snd the most active agencies of
persuasion, force, and fraud were set in motion to bring
them in. How mournfully did it strike upon the heart of
the nation when Virginia, in the lead of tbla career of sub¬
mission, sank to the humiliation of pocketing the affront that
had been put upon her, and consented to accept a position
which nothing but the weakness of her new comrades in¬
duced them to allow her!

Since the hope of this broader dominion has oome to an

end, the rebellion is still persistently pursued for the ac-

complithment of its secondary objeots. There is still
doubtless some residuary expectation that, even without
foreign pa'ronage, in the event of success, this desire of ex¬

tension of territory may in time be gratified; but it is no

longer the chief object of pursuit. Ibe pride of the South,
its resentment, its rage are all now enlisted in pushing for¬
ward to whatever consummation tbey may imagine to be
attainable. Tbey now inaiat on independence from the very
hatred their diaappointmenta have engendered. But they
seek it, too, aa the only method left for the maintenance of
that cliia* domination which they have ever enjoyed, and
which they are now unwilling to surrender.

PAUL AMBROSE.

PRIZE CASES AT NEW YORK.

A general investigation in regard to the price esses that
have been disposed of in the port of New York during the
past two years is now in progress in that city. The pre¬
liminary movement was made on Wednesday, when Mr.
JottRDon, the solicitor of the Treasury, had an interview
with aeveral merchants and other citizens. The taking of
testimony was to begin yesterday. The Evening Post
sayst
"The inquiry is to include the whole subject, and the

arta ol all persons who have had any thing to do, directly
or indirectly, with the pr.ze eases; their adjudication and
the sale of the goods, either aa agentaof the Government or
aa private individual*, will be passed in review. Mnch
time wiO doubtless be consumed, but the importance of the
nobject, both to the Government and the captors, demanda
that the inquiry be msde thorough The comparatively
large expennes of disposing of the price good* here has. of
course, led to the investigation."

McCLKLLAN'8 DEFENCE OP WASHINGTON. \
A CONTROVKAT£D POINT 8ETTLKD.

The Boston Daily Advertiser of Saturday last,
the 26th instant, has (he fallowing notice of a

Report reoeutly uiadj to Geo. Baku*, Inspector
of Arti)l«ry, by Gen. Wm. B. Gesknk, lately
commanding the Fourteenth Massachusetts, (Hea¬
vy Artillery.) The faots here Btated are import¬
ant as bearing on a controverted question, some of
the papers relating to which appeared in several
of our numbers during the month of January last,
and which has been frequently alluded to in other
articles since that time.

From the Bottom Daily Advertiser of April 25tk.
Col. William B. Grbenk, lately commanding the Four¬

teenth Maaaachusetts, (Heavy Artillery,) haa made bia re¬

port to Gen. Barry, inspector of artillery.
Aa Col. Greene waa for aome months in command of a

brigade of artillery in the forta covering Waabington aoutt)
of the Potomac, bia report ia of intereat and importance,
eapeoially in ita bearing upon the atate of defence in which
Waabington waa left at the beginning of the penimula
campaign, a point which ia much labored, it will be re¬

membered, by the Committee on the Conduct of the War.
Col. Greene ia led to diacuaa tbia matter from a reflection
apparently (and perbapa unwittingly) eaat upon the fine
regiment under bia command by Gen. Wadaworth. Col.
Greene aaya:

" I read with aatoniihment tbe following paragraph from
the communication of Gen. Wadaworth to tho Secretary
of War, dated Waabington, April 2, 1862, and reproduced
in the report of the Committee on the Conduct of the
War. I oonfeaa that I am not able to comprehend it:
" ' Two heavy artillery regimenta and one infantry regi-4 meat, which had been drilled for aome months in artillery' sorvlce, have been withdrawn from the forta ou the sontu

' aide of the Potomac, and 1 have only been able to till their
' places with very new infantry regiments entirely ut,ac-
' qaainted with tne duties of that arm, and of liUle or no
' valne in their present position.',

" One of the heavy artillery regiments referred to waa,
probably, the First Connecticut, which waa relieved, pur-'
suant to Gen. Wordaworth'a orders, by tbe regiment of
Maaaaehnaetta artillery under my command, and not bv a

very new regiment of infantry. Gen. Wadaworth's order
directing me to relieve Col. Tyler specified that tbe Con¬
necticut regiment waa one of artillery, but designated
the Maaaacbuaetta regiment of artillery aa merely ' the
Fourteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers.' Heap-
pears to have thought that tbe Fourteenth Maasachuaetts
regiment wbicb reported to him waa not one of the oldest
volunteer keavy artillery regimenta, but a veij new regi¬
ment of infantry. I am under the impression that tbe
Maaiacbuaetta Fourteenth waa the aenlor volunteer heavy
artillery regiment in tne aervice, and inferior to no other
either in drill or discipline.

" The infantry regiment which la referred to aa one that
had been drilled in artillery aervice waa, I anppoae, tbe
one that bad vacated Forta Craig and TilKughaat.the New
York 12th, I think, but am not sure, since I never bad any
thing to do with Craig and Tillinghast until they were
vacated. Aa aoon as tbey were vacated I occupied them
of my own motion, and without waiting for ordera During
tbe whole time that Gen. Wadsworth commanded tbe
defencea of Waabington tbe 14th Mataachuaetta Volunteeia
(beavy artillery) occupied tbe forti that had been occupied
by tbe lat Connecticut artillery, and alao Forta Craig and
Tillinghaat; during that whole time no infaatry what*
ever.whether very new or of any otber qualit) .formed
any part of the garriaona of those forta. Tbe only infantry
that I aaw at the time in forta south of the Potomac was
the 56th Pennsylvania volunteers, wLicb Gen. Wadsworth
ordered to report to me, and which 1 waa authorized by
him (verbally through my ordnanoe officer) to distribute in
Forts Albany, Runyon, and Jackson to reinforce tbe
garriaona from the Massaehuaetta 14th, whioh already
occupied thoae forta. The Pennsylvania 56th remained on
the aouth aide of tbe Potovac but five or aix daya, aa tbey
were ordered away to Budd's ferry almost immediately
after they had been distributed among tbe forts."

It appeara, therefore, that Gen. Wadaworth, in bia alarm,
aod perbapa under tbe pressure of the heavy responsibility
belonging to tbe commander of tbe defeuoes of Washing
ton, fell into a very singular error in making tbe statement
whiob waa the foundation of auch important action after¬
wards. Be supposed two artillery regiments bad been
withdrawn when only one bad been, and that raw infantry
had beeu put in garrison, when in fact the regiment with¬
drawn was replaced by perbapa the oldeat and one of the
best drilled regimenta of artillery in the aervice, no infantry
whatever, except one regiment for a few days, being
placed in garrison. How many otber errors of aimilar
character Gen. Waiaworth's statement may oontain, in
particulars which have not yet received such an examina¬
tion aa Col. Greene haa given to the part which falla within
bia perawal knowledge, the public muat judge; but tbe
vain** of the General's statement is very easily estimated.
How Gen. Wadsworth came to make Much a seri us

mistake aa tbia ia easily explained. Finding that the
Qeueral elaaaea the Fourteenth with " very new infantry,"
"entirely unacquainted" with artillery, Col. Qreene re fieri
witb some pride t<> the history of bia regimen*, to the high
compliment* which it received from many leading Gene¬
ral*, including Gen. Barry, for its discipline and proficiency
in artillery drill, and then adda to a list of these offictra
this remarkable statemeut;
" I wish I could add the name of Gen. Wadsworth to

thia liat, but am uuable to do su because hla duties in Waab-
iogton were ao engrossing that he had appareuily little
time t<» visit the forte on the south of the Potomac. Wben
Gen. Wadsworth commanded the defences of Washington
be never, to my knowledge, inspected sny one of my forta,
or reviewed any one of my companies; and I think it would
have been impossible fur him to do either of tboae things
without my knowledge. It is my impressiou that Gen.
Wadswortb was never, while he waa my commanding offi¬
cer, inside my lines Maj»r Buxton, commander of the
permanent guard on Long Bridge, inform d me that G«n.
Wadswortb, while he waa in command of tbe defences of
Washington, never once crossed Long Biidge. No staff
officer of Gen. Wadiwortb ever inspected, to my know¬
ledge, any one of my forts. U would gratify me exceed¬
ingly to be able to refer to the teat mony of Gen. Wads¬
worth in favor of th« discipline and instruction of my regi¬
ment, but I am precluded from so doing by the fact of his
never having taken personal c >gnixmoe of the cond-tion of
my forts and of the instruction and discipline of my men."
Gen. Wadsworth ia reported to have teatified to the

Committee on the Conduct of tbe War that, at the depar¬
ture of the army for the peninsula, not a tingle gun " on

wheels" wss left for tbe defence of Washington. To this
whimsical statement, which was gravely repeated in the
Henate, C«.l Greene makes a reply, aa regarda bia com¬
mand. equally conclusive, whether we suppose Gen.Wads
worth, in his innocence of military knowledge at that time,
to have been ignorant tbat all tbe guns must have been
" on wheels," or to have merely sought in an unskilful way
to aay Ihit no field artillery was left for use j

" I had, in eight of tbe forts covering Long Bridge
(which were under my command) some seventy or more
cannon 'on wheels'.I think tbe exact number wss
seventy-two. Some of these cannon were mounted, it is
true, on barbette carriages, but, a'ter all, barbette car-
ring'-s bave ' wheels. Not one of tbe seventy two cannon
was without its carriage The cannon mounted on bar-1
bette carriage* were 3j-poiinder guns, 24-pounder guns,
and 8-inch bowifcers; those mounted on siege carriage
were ^4-pounder iron guna and 90 pounder Parrott guns.
I bad fifteen field guna.counting 5^-inch brass howiti^ra
and 10-pounder Parrott guna a* well aa 6-pounder fi- ld
guns to make up the number. I bad, also, several 20-
pounder Parrott guns on field carriages. My Quarter¬
master had also in hi* charge a hundred or more excellent
bor-es, wh'ch we bal brought from Massachusetts. I
thought myself liable to be railed on, at any moment, to
furnish a field battery, and, for tbat reaaon kept myself
constantly prepartd to furnish one at six pieces at an

hour's notice. I hnd tbe cannon, the ammunition, the
horses, tbe men, and tbe officers, snd the battery would
have been organ:t-*d and trotted out whenever called for.
Whatever might bave been wanting, aa for example a bat¬
tery wagon and caisfons, could, 1 suppose, bave been
readily furnished from the Arseohl at Washington. That
I bad these cannon, bers»s, men, etc will appear from the
returns and reports which we e at tbe time regularly for¬
warded by me to the headquarters of tbe general com¬

manding the defences ot Washington, (Gen. Wadsworth ")

CAPTURE OF A GUERILLA LEADER.

Col. MeReynoMa, of the Firat New York Cavalry, in a

despatch to Gen Relief, announces the captuie of tbe
" notorious" Cfcpt. Laypole on tbe night of the 21st instant,
near the foot of the Blue Ridge. The Colonel saya:
" I learned of hia haunting place, aet a trap for him ;

aent thirty picket men across tbe river, three at a time, at
midnight, and eaught him aud seven men of tbe Fifth and
Sixth Virginia rebel cavalry There ia a general rejoicing
at the capture of this bold villain, and Lieut. Powell and
his brave men of the Twelfth Virginia Infantry, with Lieut.
Wyeoff, of the Firat New York Cavalry, (ever reliable,)
are entitled to all tbe credit. It vres a hold daah and no¬
bly executed."

A STRANGE MILITARY ORDER.
Tbe following aiiliUry order appeared in the " IudepeD.

dout Detuuciat," publuhed atCouoord, (N. H.)on the 26th
ultimo, with the brief teiuiik that " the order apeak* for
ilsoli nut! ujakee a good b< giuuiug ; there are other officers
who abould be dealt with likewiae"

War Department, Adjutant General'* Office,
Washington, March 13, 1862.

Special Ordeia No. 119, [Extract ]34. By direotioa of the Pretideut the following offioera
are hereby dismissed the service of the United States:
Lieuteuant A. J. Edgerly, Fourth New Hampahire Volun¬
teers, for circulating " copperhead tickets," and doing all
in hia power to promote the auooeaa of the rebel oauae in
hia State.

By order of the Secretary of War:
L. '1 homah, Adjutant General.

To the Governor of New Hampshire.
The Mew Hampahire election took place on the 10th ot

March. The order ia dated on the 13tb, and, doubting ita
geuuineueaa, we hesitated to give it the place in our eo-
lumna to which a legitimate paper of the kind would have
been entitled. But, learning from a late number of the
" Independent Democrat," juatifying thia act of the mili¬
tary power, aa well at from other evidence before ua,
that the order ia really genuine, and that the original ia on
file in the State Houae at Concord, we uow republish It
aa one of tie remarkable incidents of thia unfortunate war,
together with the lately-publiahed explanation of the dia-
miaaed officer in which iia justice ia deuied.

Letter from Lieut. Edgerly.
Manchester, (N. H ) March 28, 1863.

Editors of the Boston Fast: I aaw in your iaaue of to¬
day the older diami>aii'g Lieut. A. J. Edgerly, of the
Fourth Naw Hampshire Voluuteera, from the service of
the United Stales for "circulating copperhead ticketa,"
together with your cnminenta thereon, in which you aay
you cannot believe it true that the Preaidentof the United
State* would stoop ao low aa to diamiaa an officer for vot¬
ing the Democratic ticket, or even eirculating ticketa,
wheu it is a r otorious fact that the Adminiatration bad
their officers and men brought from all parta of the cotan-
try, not only to vote for the Republican party, but uae all
their influence to have otbera do the aame and for the
same party.
Why I write thia ia to abow to you that the order ia

geuuiue, al hough I have not been officially notified of it,but have seen tbe original copy in the 8tate Department
at Concord, and »hnll probably get a copy wben the printed
one is issued. I do not wonder that you are loth to oelieve
it true, for many of the leading Republicans here, those
who believe tbe dismissal merited if the charge is true, do
not believe they would atoop to the low parly-alang phraaea
at the War Department in their "ordera;" but auch are
the words uaed in the order, word for word, aa publiahedin the "Democrat" at Concord.

I send you a copy of a certificate given me by the
Moderator of the Ward in which I voted, (ward aix,) and
he is oue of I be moat iuflueutial men of the Republican
party, and one of the editora of the " American" in tbia
city, which goes to show the first part of the charge ia
false, and as for tbe other I am at a losa to know what ia
meant by '. the rebel ctuae in hia State," unleaa it ia the
Abolition cause, and eveiy man who ever knew me, or ever
heaid me expr» as my political opinions, knows I never did
any thing to help t lat. but have voted the Democratic
ticket ai»ce 1850, with the exception of last March, wben
I waa in Florida with my regiment.
The fncta are these: I simply went to the polla and

deposited my ballot, as I considered I bad a perfect rightto do, not thinking that wben I took a commiaaioo in the
United States army I forfeited the deareat right of an
American freeman, the right to exercise the elective fran¬
chise according to tbe dictates of hia own judgment and
conscience; and I do not regret the act, and ahould de ao
again to-morrow khould the opportunity occur.
You will pardon me for the freedom I have taken in

writing this to you, not for publication, only to ahow that
the " order ' is not " bogus." Youra, moat truly,

A. J. Edgerly,
Late Lieut. Fourth New Hampahire Voluntaera.

Certificate of the Moderator.
Manchester, (N. H.) March 38,1863.Thia khowa thst I am Moderator in Ward Six, in tbia

city. Tbat on the day of our annual election, March 10th,Lieut. A J. Edgerly came into tbe ward room, preaentedbis vote, and immediately retired. He did not remain in
tbe room over five minutea. I did not aee him diatribute
votea in the room, and I waa ao situated that I could have
seen bim had he been engaged in Circulating them in the
wardroom James O. Adams,

Moderator of ward 6, city of Manchester, N. H.
Our contemporariea generally, in noticing the above order,

have fallen into an error by atating that Lieut. Edgerly
waa an officer of the New Hampahire regimei)t which waa
Bent home from the Army of the Potomac "to recruit"
just before tbe regular time prescribed for the election.
Tbat waa the Second regiment, and uot tbe Fourth. It
paaaed through thia city homeward bound on the 27th of
February laat. It ia charged by tbe Concord Patriot and
other Democratic journals of New Hampahire that bun-
dreda of other officers and soldiers were furlougbed and
sent home about the ume time. The Colonel of the Second
Regiment haa reported to the War Department that it ia
now ready Tor duty.
The following ia the article of the " Independent Demo¬

crat" above alluded to. It appeared in its itaue of the
2d inatant :

"A Howl..The Patriot and other treaaon-sympa-thizing newapapers in our Htate are in a bowl over the recentorder from the War Department diamisaiag from the
aervioe an officer of the fourth regiment who waa at home
in thia State actively engaged in attempting to procure a
vict ry for treason in New Hampshire.a victory overwhich the rebela, whom he waa commiaaioned to fightand not to aid. would have rejoiced aa they did over
thereaultof the eleetiona ia New York and aome of the
Weatern 8tatea. Let them howl. An officer who will
aid and abet the election of men to placea of trust and
power who have from the outlet oppoaed the ' coercion'
of rebela, who have declared and acted oat the declaration
tbat they would i.ever do any thing tbat can be interpreted
aa io any way aupporting thia war, ia not fit to hold a com¬
mission on the Union aide. Hia place ia with the rebela,
or in copperhead r<>tiracy at home, amid the acorn and
contempt of alt loyal men."
The Patriot, in commenting on the above order, baa tha

fol'owing remarks:
" Th« peculiar friendt and organs of the Administration

are daily and loudly cdling for a ' united North,' and are
dep'oring the fact tbat all citixens do not give cordial and
energetic approval and support to the President. Thiaorder givea proof of the kind of unity of aentiment and ac¬tion that ia aeiired, and the way it ia aougbt to be aecured.
One-half of th j people of thia State.the thirty-three thou¬
sand men who voted the Democratic ticket.are denounced,vilified, belied, and proscribed, in an order leaned ' by di¬
rection of the President.' And for what? For their ear-
nest and steadla*t fidelity to the Conatitution and their un-
shaken devotion to the Union. It ia for that, and that
alone. It ia because they will not support measure* which
they believe will prove destructive to tbe Constitution and
fatal to tbe dearest righta of free men. For thia the Pra-
¦ident of tbe United tttatea orders them to be publicly and
officially denounced aa ' copperheada' and ' rebela.' And
more; by diamiaaing an officer for "Supporting the Demo¬
cratic party, be dee area that be doea not want the aervioaa
of Democrata in the army. Thia ia the courae adopted
by the President to produce 4 a united North " By this
course he expects to induce thirty-three thouaand New
Hampabire Democrats to abandon their cheriahed princi¬
ples. their pstriotic convictions, their heartfelt devotion to
the Union, and become moral trmilort by yielding aaaent
and giving support to a policy which they regard aa fatal
to their country's welfare If thia ia hia expectation, ha
ia doomed to disappointment "

SENATOR SUMNER.
We quoted a few daya ago the appropriate and friendly

remarka made on our civil war by the Duke of Aroylb, a
member of tbe present Britiah Ministry, in his speech at
tbe Edinburgh bsnqnet on the firat of April. Thoae ra-
maiks were prefaced by the following complimentary allu-
aion to Mr. Senator Sumner, the diatinguished chairman
of tbe Senate Committee on Foreign Relatione, and had
not met our eye when we made our citation from tha
speech of the Duke:

" Well, gentleman, these are two of the great wars towhich I have referred. There ia yet a third, that whioh
on the o'her side Itf the Atlantic ia raging now, on which I
am anxious to add a single word. I can, indeed, say no¬thing on the political aapecta of that queation which baa notbeen better aaid, and aaid with more authority, by my hon¬orable friend at the head of the Government, and by LordRuaaell in a apeech he made laat week in tha House ofLords. But it does ao happen, gentlemen, that, from cir¬cumstances to which I need not refer here, I have kadmuch personal intercourse during the last fifteen yearswith a large number of tbe moat diatinguiabed citiaena ofAmerica who have viaited this country. Amongst other*,I am proud to mention, aa a dear and peraonal friend, thateminent man, Mr. Charles Sumner.a man who has devotedthe aflectiona of a noble heart, the powers of a noble intellectfor many years to the prosecution of a noble cause. Well,be aud others, allow me to aay.for I know tbey will feelit comes from friendly quarters.aeam to have been enter¬taining expectation* in regard to tbe course of conduct ofthe British Government, which it is altogether impoaaiUfto realise. [Cheers J"


